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DESCRIPTIONS AND SKETCHES 
OF SOME 


IN THE PARK AT WELBECK. 


nk venerable. and majeſtic Oak ſeems to claim a 
1 ſuperiority over all other trees. It was ſtyled by the 
ancients Jovis Arbor; and the Celtic ſtatue of Jupiter was 
a tall oak. Our anceftors, the ancient Britons, held the 
oak ſacred; and their prieſts the Druids, who took their 
name from Britiſh Der, an oak, and eſteemed the miſletoe 
of that tree above that of all others, conſecrated groves of 
oaks as. one ſpecies of temple worthy of their religious: 


— 


ceremonies. 
Were we, even now, to enter a grove of ſtately oaks, 
feven or eight hundred years old, whoſe ſpreading branches: 
| form. 


Form a ſolemn and gloomy umbrage, I think we could 
not behold them without ſome degree of veneration. 


Hail, hallow'd oaks; 
Hail, Britiſh-born, who, laſt of Britiſh race, 
Hold your primeval rights by Nature's charter. 
Maſon's Caractacus. 


Ihe oaks in Welbeck park were reckoned to be the 
largeſt in Nottinghamſhire, particularly thoſe in Cow-cloſe 
wood; and indeed for height and ſtraightneſs of growth 
they may exceed, I preſume, moſt in the kingdom. They 
were held in ſuch high eſtimation, that, about twelve years 
ago, ſixty pounds were offered for one of them. Many 
of theſe had for ſome years been upon the decline; the 

withered branches on their tops, and the decadency of the 
: timber, ſhewed that their vegetating vigour was gone ; it 
was therefore thought neceſſary to cut ſeveral of them 
down; and this has been done with ſo much judgement, 

that the ſpace which ſuch large trees muſt neceflarily have 
filled is hardly perceivable from the houſe. Many of the 
beſt are left; one remarkable for its height and ſtraightneſs 
of trunk is repreſented in Plate J. This tree goes by the 

name of the Duke's walking-ſtick; its height to the top is 
11I feet 6 inches; to the branches (a) 70 feet; 6 inches; 
„ and 


VU 3 


and the circuraference at the bottom, taking in ſome pro- 
jecting ſpurs, is 21 feet; and the circumference at one 
yard high is 14 feet, at two yards high 12 feet; the ſolid 


contents 440 feet; and the weight 1 1 tons. All theſe cir- 


eumſtances taken together, it may, 1 think, be doubted, 


whether this admirable tree can be matched by any other | 


in the kingdom. 
At the North fide of the park are two noble oaks, which 


make a moſt conſpicuous figure in every point of view; 
fee Plate IT, They are called The Porters, from there hav- 
ing been once a gate between them. The height of N* r 
is 98 feet 6 inches; circumference at the bottom 38 feet, 
at one yard high 27 feet, at two yards 23 feet; the ſolid 


contents 840 feet. The height of Ne 2 is 88 feet; cir- 


cumference at bottom 34 feet, at one yard 23 feet, and 
at two yards 20 feet, ſolid contents 7 44 feet. Plate III. is 
2 view of another remarkable ancient oak near the Ducheſs's. 
fower-garden, called the Seven Siſters, from its having had 
feven ſtems or trunks iſſuing out of one. ſtool in a perpen- 
dicular direction; they are now reduced to ſix. Its height 
is 88 feet 7 inches; the circumference at the bottom is 
30 feet; at two yards, taking in the ſtems, 30 feet 


4 inches. The largeſt ſtem at two yards is 12 feet 


10 inches in circumference; another at the ſame diſtance 
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from its bottom is 1 I feet 7 inches in circumference; one 


9 feet 10 inches, and the ſmalleſt 5 feet 3 inches, in cir- 
cumference. | 


Not far from the Seven Siſters is a tree more 8 


for the hollowneſs of its trunk and luxuriancy of its foliage 
than for ſize; ſee Plate IV. The body of this tree is 
hollow from the bottom to the top, like a chimney, and 
is only 5 inches thick, including the bark ; where that has 
been ſtripped off on the other ſide there are only 3 inches 
of wood. In this tree the game-keeper ſecretes himſelf 
when, he ſhoots the deer, and there are ſmall apertures 
for his gun; on the inſide is cut 1711; ſo that this ex- 
cavation muſt have been of the ſame dimenſions 78 years 
ago as it is now, and the tree muſt have increaſed but 
very little in bulk ſince that time. For, if you allow it 
(which is granting too much) to have grown but one inch 

in thickneſs in 78 years, there conld not have been two 
inches of ſolid wood to ſupport the trunk (which is 14 feet 
high) and projecting branches when the date was cut. 
The circumference of this tree near the ground is 20 feet 
9 inches; at one yard high 14 feet 6 inches. In the year 
1711 we may then fairly ſuppoſe it could not have been 
even one inch leſs in thickneſs; from whence we may 
conclude, that a tree of that ſize muſt then have been above 
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two hundred years old, which brings the age of it now 
to near three hundred years. Setting aſide its hollow trunk, 
it has every appearance of a young flouriſhing tree. On 
the North ſide, to the height of about 9g feet, the bark 
has been ſtripped off from within 5 feet of the bottom, 
which was, moſt probably, the effect of lightning. _ How- 
ever that may be, it is certainly a remarkable inſtance of 
the ſtrength of vegetation, in ſupporting ſo large a head on 
ſo thin, and, to appearance, almoſt decayed a trunk. See 
a drawing of the trunk at Ne 111 

Plate V. is a view of the Gn green dale oak, thought 
to be above ſeven hundred years old; and, from its appear- 
ance, there is every reaſon to ſuppoſe it has attained to 
that age at leaſt. The circumference of the trunk, above 
the arch, is 35 feet 3 inches; height of the arch 10 feet 
3 inches; width, about the middle, 6 feet 3 inches; height 
to the top branch, 54 feet. The Counteſs of Oxford, 
grandmother of the preſent Duke, had ſeveral cabinets 
made out of the branches, and ornamented with inlaid 
repreſentations of the oak, with the following inſcriptions: 


Spe ſub hac Dryades feſtas duxere choreas; 
Szpe etiam manibus nexis ex ordine trunci 
Circuiere modum menſuraque roboris ulnas 
B Quinque 


"057 
Quinque ter implebat, nec non et cœtera tento 
Silva ſub hac, ſylva quanto jacet herba ſub omni.” 
Ov. MET. 


6 Where al the actin their revels play'd, 
And footed ſportive rings around its ſhade ; 
Not fifteen cubits could encompaſs round 

The ample trunk on conſecrated ground ; 

As much its height the other trees exceeds, 

As they o'ertop the graſs and humbler weeds.” 


6 Lo the oake that hath ſo long a noriſhing : 

Fro the time that it ginnith firſt to ſpring, = 

And hath ſo long a life, as we may ſee, i 
Yet, at the laſt, waſted is the tree.” Chuck. 


The drawing of this tree, and of the Seven Siſters, I 
took in the year 1779. I muſt alſo ſay, that drawings 
of the green dale oak, in ſeveral views of it, had been 
made, ſeveral years before 1779, by Grim and others. 

On the Weſt ſide of the lake is a fine grove of large 
oaks, which, one with another, meaſure from 12 to 22 
feet in circumference, One of theſe trees is worthy of 

notice, being a ſingular us nature, (ſee Plate VI.) which 
Ss - repreſents 


1 

repreſents an aſh growing out of the bottom of a large oak, 
to which it adheres to the height of about 6 feet, as at (a); 
it there ſeparates, and leaves a ſpace of near three feet in 
height; here, as if unwilling to be diſunited, it ſtretches 
out- an arm, or little protuberance, to coaleſce again with 
the foſtering Oak. Circumference near the ground, taking 
in both trees, 36 feet; at one yard, 18 feet 9 inches; cir- 
cumference of the oak only at two yards, 1s feet 4 inches; 
the aſh at two yards 6 feet in circumference; height of 
the oak 92 feet *. EE IE 
Plate VII. takes in part of this grove of oaks, with a 
diſtant view of the houſe and the north-end of the lake, 
which, when carried on about a quarter of a mile, as is in- 
tended, will be near three miles in length. 

The plantations on the hills at the eaſt end of the park 
are upon a great ſcale, and truly magnificent, The ridings 
are of various widths, from twelve to a hundred yards, 
and ſkirted with a variety of evergreens, forming a pleaſing 
diverſity of colours. The trees are chiefly oak and cheſnut, 
with ſome beach, larch, Weymouth pine, and other kinds 
of firs. The whole is near four hundred acres, all planted 
by the preſent Duke of Portland; and his Grace has every 


* In this drawing ſeveral oaks are left out in order to take in a more ex- 
tenſive view of the park. 
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year the pleaſure of ſeeing his noble plantation increaſe in 
growth beyond his expectation. 

There is a very old oak in Clipſton park, about five miles 
ſouth-eaſt of Welbeck, and in the fame county, which the 
common people call the Parliament- oak, from an idea that 
a parliament was once held under it. I have not found 
any good authority for this fact; but it is certain that a 
parliament was held by. Edward I. anno 1290, at Clipſton 


palace, the ruins of which are now to be ſeen, not a mile 


and a half from the oak. However, -as the tree is un- 


doubtedly of very great antiquity, I ſhall here ſubjoin a 
drawing of it; ſee Plate VIII. The circumference at one 
yard 1s 28 feet, 6 inches. 


Clipſton park. is the property of his Grace the Duke of 


Portland, and is ſuppoſed to be the oldeſt park } in England; 


though Camden fays that Woodſtock park in Oxfordſhire, 
now called Blenheim, tis faid to be the firſt park in England; 
but theſe are his words:“ Henry the Firſt alſo adjoin'd to 
« the palace a large park incloſed with a wall of ſtone, 
« which John Rous affirms to have been the firſt in Eng- 
«land; though we meet with theſe words, Parca ſytoeftris 
" beſtiarum, more than once in Domeſday Book ;” ſo that 
it appears by that ancient record, that there were parks in Eng- 
land before Henry the Firſt's time. Clypeſtone, Clipſton, or 

4” | « Kyngeſ- 


C23 Y 

« Kyngeſclypeftan, was a, conſiderable manſion before the 
« Conqueſt; and belonged to Oſborne and Ulſi; and, being 
te taken from them, became the property of Roger de Buſli; 
© and after the Conqueſt it was a royal demeſne; but when 
* or by whom the manſion or palace was built is un- 
* known &. bg toy | 

There 1s, about five miles from Welbeck, on Sherwood 
foreſt, and in the Duke of Portland's manor, a beautiful 
wood, or rather grove, conſiſting of above ten thouſand old 
oaks, with birches intermixed, from whence it 1s called 
Birchland ; the whole'otcupying a ſpace of about eighteen 
hundred acres. On the north ſide of the great riding is a 
moſt curious antient oak, which, before the depredations 
made by time on its venerable trunk, might almoſt have 
vied with the celebrated Cowthorpe oak +, for ſize. See the 
north-eaſt view of this tree in Plate IX. It meaſures, near 
the ground, 34 feet 4 inches in circumference; at one 
yard, 27 feet 4 inches; at two yards, 31 feet ꝙ inches. The 
trunk, which is wonderfully diſtorted, plainly appears to 
have been much larger; ; and the parts from whence large 
pieces have fallen off are eee the infide is 


* Supplement to Groſe's Antiquities, N- v 
＋ Mentioned in Evelyn's Silva. | 
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6 
decayed and hollowed out by age, which, with the aſſiſtance 
of the axe, might be made wide enough to admit a carriage 
through it. I think no one can behold this majeſtic ruin 
without pronouncing it to be of very remote antiquity; 
and might venture to ſay, that it cannot be much leſs than 


a thouſand years 88 
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rr has 8 been thought, that the age of an oak 
ſeldom exceeds three hundred years; that is, allowing, one 
hundred in growing, one hundred in its prime, and one 
hundred years in decaying. But this IS certainly a very 


erroneous calculation. There are. now in Welbeck park 


ſeveral fine oaks in full vigour, which are above five hun- 
dred years old, the tine of their planting being aſcertained 
from ſome old writings in the Duke of Portland 5 poſſeſſion. 

A very ingenious, anonymous, author on planting and 


ornamental gardening”: , under the article Ver cus Kobur, 


WH - 


« Publiſhed by Dodlley, tia P- 313. . 
the 


IS 
the Engliſh. oak, ſays, „In contemplating theſe wonderful 
% productions of nature, we are led to conjecture the 


« period. of their exiſtence. Mr. Marſham, in his paper 
“ publiſhed in the. firſt volume of the Bath Agriculture 
„Society, has given us ſome very ingenious calculations 
* on the age of trees; and concludes, that the Tortworth 
“ cheſnut is not leſs than eleven hundred years old. If it 
&« ſtood in the days of king John, ſix centuries ago, and 
x 


cy 


was then called the great cheſnut (as tradition ſays it was), 
«© we may venture to ſuppoſe it not much leſs than one 
« thouſand years of age. And further, if we conſider the 
“quick growth of the cheſnut, compared with that of the 
te oak, and, at the ſame time, the inferior bulk of the 
Fort worth cheſnut to the Cowthorp, the Bently, and the 
9 Boddington oaks, may we not venture to inter, that the 
« exiſtence of thoſe truly venerable trees commenced ſome 
6 centuries prior to the era of Chriſtianity,” | 

Pliny tells us, that about Heraclea in Pontus there be 
certain altars erected to the honour of Jupiter, ſurnamed 
Stratius, over which there ſtand two oaks, both ſet by the 
hand of Hercules. Now, Hercules lived, according to the 
general opinion, 1100 years A. C. N. and Pliny died A. D. 
79; conſequently thoſe oaks muſt have been about 1200 
years old in Pliny's life-time. 
It 
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It is ſaid, that the trunk or bough of: a tree being cut 
tranſverſely, plain and ſmooth, ſheweth ſeveral circles or 
rings, more or leſs orbicular, according to the external 
figure, in ſome parallel proportion one without the other, 
from the centre of the wood to the inſide of the bark, 
dividing the whole into ſo many circular ſpaces. It is 


commonly, and very Probably, aſſerted, that a tree gains 
a new ring every year.” | 


In the body of a great oak in the New Foreſt, cut tranſ- 


verſely, even (where many of the trees are accounted to be 


ſome hundreds of years old) three or four hundred have 
been diſtinguiſhed#*, 
There are now and then opportunities of knowing the 
ages of oaks almoſt to a certainty. In cutting down ſome 
trees in Birchland (the abovementioned wood), letters have 
been found cut or ſtamped in the body of the tree, marking 
the king's reign, ſeveral of which I have in my poſſeſſion. 
One piece of wood marked F. R. (James Rex) was given 
me by the woodman, who cut the tree down in the year 
1786. He ſaid, that the letters appeared to be a little 


above a foot within the tree, and about one foot from the 


centre; ſo that this oak muſt have been near fix feet i in 


* Evelyn 8 sun, Book U.. P. 584. I 
circumference 


a 
circumference when the letters were cut. A tree of that 
ſize is judged to be about one hundred and twenty years 
growth. If we ſuppoſe the letters to be cut about the mid- 
did of James the Firſt's reign, it is 172 Jears to the year 


N 


1786, which, added to 120, makes the tree 292 years old 


when it was cut down. The woodman likewiſe ſays, that 
the tree was perfectly ſound, and had not arrived to its 
higheſt perfection. It was about 1 2 feet in circumference. 
I have been told, that F“ R. (John Rex) have been 
found cut in ſome of the oaks ; one piece, ſaid to be 
marked with John Rex and A, crown; I. have in my poſ- 


ſeſſion; but it is not fufficiently made out to be inſerted 


here as a fact, though the perſon from whom 1 had it 
aſſures me, from his having ſeen others more perfect, that 
it is marked with % Rex. Others have had C. R. and 
ſeveral have been maxked with . M. (William a and Mary), 


with a crown. 
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ON THE DURABILITY OF OAK. 


THE timber of the oak is certainly preferable to that of 


all other trees; and there are ſome remarkable inſtances 


of its durability. About ſixty years ago, a ſtake of oak 


was taken out of the Thames near Oatlands, ſuppoſed to 


be one of thoſe placed there by Caffivelan, to oppoſe the 
paſſage of Cœſar's troops. A piece of this ſtake I have 
in my poſſeſſion ; it is of a blackiſh colour, and ſo hard, 
that it is very difficult to cut with a ſharp ſaw.  Czſar's 
ſecond expedition was in the 54th year' before the: nativity 


of Chriſt; ſo that it is 1 843 years ſince theſe: ſtakes were 


placed in the Thames. The denſity of this wood is evi- 


dently owing to its having been ſo many years inundated 


without the admiſſion of air, as it has not the leaſt appear- 
ance of a petrifaction; nor is the water of the Thames 


impregnated with ſtrong particles. 


Another inſtance of the durability of this wood, when 


kept from air, is mentioned by Mr. Battely, in his Account - 


of 


© 19 3 
of the Antiquities of Richborough and Reculver, where 
he ſays, „The force of the waves demoliſhing the cliff 
ie has difcovered, in particular, ſeveral ceſterns. Of theſe 


the fſize varies, though the figure of all of them is the 
cc e ſame, namely, a ſquare ;- the length of each fide is from 
c ten to twelve feet, the depth the ſame. As to the me- 


« thod of conſtruction, they conſiſt of poſts driven deep 


46 into the ground, and the ſides are every where cloſed up 


cc by oaken joiſts fixed to the poſts,” two inches thick; the 
6 bottom is ſtrengthened by the ſtiffeſt potter's clay, thrown 
ce in and well trodden down, leſt the water, oozing out, 


4 ſhould be ſacked up by the fand; in ak * are not 


& unlike our tan pits . — 


ce It would ſeem incredible, that wooden poſts and 


« planks could laſt above 1400 years, if we were not 
ce affured by the prince of architects (Vitruvius), that oak, 


« when buried under ground, will laſt for ever; that elder, 
« e ven in a marſhy ſoil, thick ſet in piles beneath the 


« foundation of buildings, | never decays; the truth of 
C 


- 


oe 


« various places, and which not only the vulgar, but even 


« the W ſuppoſe to Rave been felled before the 


* Antiquities of Richborough, p. 57 
EZ 2 | ce Deluge. 


which is confirmed by trees that have been dug up in 
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3 — 
q 1 VET 
wed __ a= 
La, ® — " 


Ty = 
a 6: enger On handling the poſts and planks,at Reculver, 
= I found ſome. of them quite ſound, and alrzoſt as. hard. 


ce as àa ſtone. Others were ſo ſoft and rotten. as to be eaſily, 
{© bored: with thè finger; Which, as, they: were not. of, the 

© ſame kind of .waod;'+1-;fappoſe, was wing! to me differ- 
„ ence uf the materials . %% W v „ 
| Subterraneous trees have frequently been, 4 1 this 
il country perfectly ſound. Dr, Plot, in his Natural Hiſtory. 
of Oxfordfhire, mentions, * divers: ſubterraneous oaks, black. 
as ebony, and of a mineral ſubſtance for hardneſs, quite 


. „ e through the whole ſubſtance of the timber, cauſed, as he 
* E. „ ſuppoſes and learnedly evinees, by vitriolic humour of 


« the earth, of affinity to the nature of the ink-galls which 
that kind of tree produces. Of theſe, be ſpeaks of ſame 
« found funk under the ground in an upright and growing 
ce poſture, to the perpendicular depth of fixty feet; of | 
“ which one was three feet diameter, of a hardneſs emu- 
“ lating the politeſt ebony; but theſe trees had none of 
them their roots, but were found plainly to have been 
« cut off * 1 n [+ 


| „ Anticuiics of ie . EY, f | 
+ Evelyn's Silva, Book II. p. _ = 
2 "3 et uf | SRO Trees 


EAT 

Trees that have been equally expoſed to air and ſub- 
merſion become flexible, and are eaſily perforated with a 
ſtick. There are now to be ſeen in the river Severn, at 
low water, a number of oak trees, all lying with their 
roots to the north-eaſt, in the ſtate above-mentioned, Tra- 
ditional agcounts ſay, that, about two hundred- years ago, 
this was a large wood called Count-wood ; and that the 
Severn then was not one fourth of its preſent breadth, ſo 
that the people at harveſt-work could talk to each other 
from the oppoſite ſhores. The ſoil on which theſe trees 


grew is ſuppoſed to have been waſhed away by the en- 
croachment of the river. 


It may not be amiſs to mention \ here an inſtance of oak 
being preſerved by air, when ſecured from moiſture, 
Among the curioſities belonging to King's College, in the 
Univerſity of Cambridge, 1 1s reckoned, not the leaſt worthy 
of attention, the wooden roof, which ſupports the lead of 
the truly magnificent chapel. Above the ſtupendous ſtone 
roof is the wooden one juſt mentioned, made entirely of 
oak; which, though it has been erected above three hun- 
dred years (tlie chapel being founded by King Henry VI. 
A. D. 1444), has not a worm or inſect in it, nor is it in 
the leaſt decayed, and, withal, looks as freſh as it could 


have 
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have done within twenty years after its firſt erection. The 
timber is reported to have been brought from Ireland, and 
is a ſtriking inſtance of the durability of this ſpecies of 
wood, when kept dry and covered from the viciſfitudes of 
weather. A thouſand years hence, if it is the fate of the 
wonderful building to ſtand ſo long, the roof, we may fairly 
conjecture, will have reſiſted the uſual depredations of time, 
and ſtill be ſound and Perfect. 


The following curious remarks on acorns were ſent me 
by the ingenious Mr. Speechly (gardener to the Duke of 
Portland), whoſe literary and practical abilities i in Planting 
and gardening are well known *, 
Remarks on the Annual Progreſs i in Geerd of variouſly- 
ſized Acorns. See Plate. þ 


Firſt Year. Second Year. 
N 14 Inches S8 Inches 
2 15 e 9 | 
4 YG. > a 
6 =: 9 


+. He is now publiſhing a Treatiſe on the Culture of the Vine, a curious 
and intereſting work. 


3 N. B. The 


— — — ——ẽẽ— —— — — — 


T 23 7 
N. B. The acorns were ſown in good land (in the kit- 
chen garden), and removed at the end of the ſecond year. 
Hence it appears that the annual growth of the acorn is 
not in proportion to its ſize. The ſhort, thick acorn, Ne 6, 
made a greater progreſs in its growth than the largeſt 
acorn, N' 2. . | 
N? I. Green Dale Oak Acorn. 
Ne 2. Largeſt-ſized Acorn; one of which exceeded in 
weight twenty of N' 3. | 5 
Ne 3. Remarkable- formed Acorn, uncommonly ſmall, 
Ne 4. Acorn from the large oak on the bank near the 
pleaſure ground. 1 : 
No 5. Long ſmall Acorn. 
Ne 6. Short thick Acorn. 
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